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WELCOME BACK!
Dear Families,
Many of you will know that over the break Mr Cook and myself
travelled to London to meet our new granddaughter – the first child
of our oldest daughter. Little Halle Abeni was born into the world
with a fair bit of unexpected trauma and it was so good being there
so soon after she was born so that we could support her mother
and father. Halle is doing very well now and is growing up very
quickly, as is the habit of new babies.
I was thinking about her, in regard to our theme, “Grow Together”, and thought about how
dependent Halle’s growth is on her parents and their care for her. Halle has been born into a family
that are able to care for her, love her and meet all her needs, and consequently she is thriving. I have
heard stories of heartbreak, where little babies have not had that family to love them and care for
them and they fail to thrive and sometimes their life ends before it has really begun. When we grow in
relationship and in family, we thrive and develop in all areas of our lives. Likewise, when we grow
closer in the knowledge of God, we grow strong and are ready for what is in front of us. And our lives will bear fruit as the
evidence of our growth in Him.
In assembly at Sunrise Bethel this week we talked about Shrek the Sheep. Shrek the Sheep hid from his farmer for over 6
years and missed out on being sheared for the wool that he was carrying. By the end of 6 years he was carrying 27 kgs of
wool on his back each and every day! Shrek the Sheep is a great illustration of what life is like when we try and do it on our
own. We start to carry all our burdens ourselves. We get slower and everything seems harder. But when we lean on the
Good Shepherd and go to His word for our advice, our burdens are carried by Him. The wool is shorn, and we can walk
freely again. Once Shrek the Sheep let the shepherd shear his wool he began to walk with new energy and enthusiasm for
life. We encouraged our students to grow together with the Good Shepherd and hand over their burdens to him and walk
with new energy for what is ahead.
We have had a wonderful start to the year with our new school at Edai and our first Grade 9 class. Our new teachers are
settling in and we have enjoyed getting to know the new children who have become students at Sunrise Bethel Christian
School in the last week. The newsletter this week is full of the joy
of new beginnings. We pray that you are encouraged as you
read.
Mrs Rebekah Cook
Principal

Our pioneer Grade 9 Class has begun!

Ms Matilda Agwi sent us a photo of herself with the
team she is working with while on Long Service Leave.
She is serving with this team in Kapuna and will be
teaching a small class of Grade 4 and 5 children
during term 1.

2020 began for our staff with a 3-day workshop on Assessment Practices, with a focus on formative assessment. Our
teaching staff were joined by the staff of Edai Early Learning Center and three teachers from Boera Primary School. The
learning was rich, and our teachers were challenged by the new practices that will be put into place over this year.

Staff Visit To Edai Christian School

Edai Christian School Opening
On Tuesday 4th February Edai Christian School formally began classes and was officially opened by Sir Moi Avei and Mr Kym
Golding, along with Madam Kym Yong and Mrs Rebekah Cook, Robert Cheah, Mr Mark Nokes and other dignitaries.
Our first class began and Pastor Fuwe Hageyo, long serving board member of Sunrise Bethel Christian School, shook the
hand of Amy who was the first ever student to arrive at Edai Christian School.

EDAI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL – FIRST WEEK

THE CLASSROOM WAITING FOR STUDENTS.

MR KYM GOLDING SPEAKING

THE FIRST DAY ARRIVALS.

OUR FIRST ASSEMBLY WITH THE EELC.

MEMBERS OF THE SUNRISE BOARD WITH MADAM KYM YONG

CONSTRUCTION TOYS DONATED FROM AUSTRALIA

FIRST LESSONS

PIONEERS!

LEARNING TO PLAY AS A TEAM

First Week Reflections:
AMY: The teachers share. They give you glue and scissors to cut out and
other things. I have learned about munching mice.
ASHTON: I like reading some of the easy books. I like playing. I learned that
I must brush my teeth every night and every morning.
ASILIKA: I like colouring. I coloured slippery snakes, amazing apples and
munching mice.
MOI: I like writing. I learned about the letter ‘a’. It has 5 sounds.
TALIKE: I like the blocks.
Judith, one of our new mums,
helping to label the new readers
with Francis – security.

TREMAINE: I like sliding, drawing, writing and colouring.
JONAH: I like colouring. I learned the letters ‘a’ ‘s’ ‘m’ and ‘i’.

First Week at Sunrise Bethel Waigani
It has been a busy week at Sunrise Bethel, with not only
our Grade 9 class starting but a class full of brand new
prep chidlren has also begun. We are very excited to
welcome new students throughout the school to Sunrise
Bethel Christian School at Waigani.

First Week Reflections:
El-EDEN: I like counting and playing
with my friends. I learned to write.
GENESIS: I like to write and do
colouring. I learned songs.
TERESINAH: I like reading and
drawing. I learned to write apple,
snake and mouse.
DORA: I like colouring and I like
listening to the teacher.
VALINA: I like eating food with my
friends. I like learning words.
LELIANI: I like to colour.
NORMAN: I like schoolwork.
NAOMi: I like colouring and going
out to play. I learned ‘amazing
apples’, ‘slithering snakes’, and
‘munching mice’.
KYRAN: It is fun and we play a lot.

Our first day
for 2020 was
full of smiling
faces and
enthusiasm for
the year ahead!

THE GRADE ONE CLASS REMIND US THAT GOD LOVES US AND WE ARE SPECIAL.

SOUTH PACIFIC SCHOOL AID
Over the past two years South Pacific School Aid have sent
up pallets of books and resources for our school from
Adelaide, Australia. This year they are about to send up
three pallets that include resources for Edai Christian
School, texts for Grade 9 and 10, sewing machines and
materials for our new Home Economics program, and
even some fans for our new classrooms. These items have
been donated from many sources and will be a great
blessing to us. In the pictures you can see Mr Peter Kirk
and Mrs Joan Kirk who do the organisational side of
getting these resources to us. In the background you can
see the letters that our children wrote to them last year,
displayed for all the volunteers to see. We say an
enormous thank you to SPSA for all that you do for us.

WHEN THE RAIN COMES!

MUSICIANS AT ASSEMBLY ON MONDAY MORNING.

NEW DRUMS FOR OUR MUSICIANS.

Our very first secondary
assembly with classes
from Grade 7 – 9.
Thank you to the Grade 7
class who ran the very
first assembly.

SUNDAY 23RD FEBRUARY –
at Bethel Tabernacle of Praise, 10:00
am.
A special Dedication Service for Sunrise Bethel Christian School, EDAI Christian School, staff, students and families.
This is our first time to come together as one school with two campuses.
Staff members will attend, and all school families and parents are invited to be a part of this special dedication time.
Students should wear their Sunrise Bethel uniform.

SUNRISE Phonics Workshops for Parents of all New
Children at both Waigani and Edai Town.
SATURDAY 22ND FEBRUARY AT WAIGANI
SATURDAY 29TH AT EDAI TOWN
All parents of new students are invited to attend the Sunrise Phonics Workshops.
Understanding how the Sunrise Phonics program works is essential for all parents in order to
help their children with their homework and learning.
Each participant will be given a folder with charts, booklets and a phonogram CD.
To ensure your place at the session please contact Kila Vere at kila.vere@sunrisebethel.ac.pg or at the school office, with
your payment of K15 to cover costs of the resources by Wednesday 19th February at Waigani and Wednesday 26th at Edai.

ADVANCE NOTICE
GRANDPARENTS DAY
19TH MARCH AT EDAI CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
20TH MARCH AT SUNRISE BETHEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
More information will come in the coming weeks.

Reminders
Drink bottles
Every student must have a water bottle at school. Water bottles should be accessible at all times for each student.
Please make sure that each of your children has water at school.
Juices and other drinks are not permitted at school at any time. Drink bottles should only contain water.

Assembly Times
Monday – 8:00 am - Worship and Devotion Assembly
Wednesday – 8:00 am – Grade 7 – 9 Assembly (Waigani Only)
Friday – 1:45 – 2:30 pm – Prep – Grade 6 Show and Tell About Learning Assembly – and certificates
All parents are welcome to share in assemblies.

Enrolments
We are not processing any new enrolments at this time, except for the Edai Prep Class. There are limited spaces in the prep
class at Edai Christian School.
If you have friends or family who are hoping to enroll their children at Sunrise Bethel Christian School, please encourage them
to obtain an Expression of Interest form that can be lodged in August. Please ensure that siblings of children at SBCS have a
completed form lodged before the end of August this year.

School Times
School starts at 7:55 am each day. Please have your children at school on time for the school
day.
Help your child to feel settled at school each day by being on time. Being late can often
distract children and make it hard for them to catch up to what their class is doing.
Please ensure that you collect your children within the first 15 minutes of dismissal times.
The prep students at Waigani only, should be collected at 12:30 pm. (for term 1 only)
All other classes at 2:30 pm.
If you are unable to collect your children unexpectedly, please contact the school, so that your
children are cared for. This care is available for unexpected circumstances only and does have
a fee attached.

Changes to “Pick Up” at Sunrise Bethel at Waigani
Pick up of all students will now be held outside the Grade 4 and 5 classrooms. Students will be
seated and waiting for their family member to collect them. We ask that all family members
come and collect their children from this area.
• In the event of rain – students will be in the church area.
Grade 8 and 9 students will be dismissed and will wait near the new tyre-playground area,
unless they are walking home.
At 3:00 pm any students who have not been collected will be taken into the church area with
Miss Shalom Badira for After School Hours Care.
After School Hours Care has a cost for all students who are present after 3:00 pm, and families will be charged accordingly.

Uniform and School Bag
Most of our students have returned to school
wearing the correct and full uniform, but there are
some students who still do not have the Sunrise
school bag, which is a compulsory item of the
uniform. Please ensure that your child is in full
uniform, including using a Sunrise Bethel Christian
School bag. School bags are available at both
school offices.
All teachers have informed their students of which
day is their sports lesson. Please ensure that
students only wear sports shoes on this day,
together with their sports uniform. New families will
be informed of their child’s team, if not already
informed. If your child is a sibling of a student at
school, they will be in the same team.

School Contact Information:
Phone: 3250411 Email: info@sunrisebethel.ac.pg
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Sunrise-Bethel-Christian-School-and-Edai-Christian-School-324055100597/

Special Health Education visit from YWAM

The Grades 1 – 6 classes had the opportunity today to spend some time with a YWAM team, who taught some
health facts and shared some learning activities. Here are some of the reflections of the Grade 3 class:
I learnt about germs.
I learnt about push-ups and sit-ups.
I learnt how to tie ropes on big ships.
We learned about being healthy by eating vegetables and fruit.
We learned how to cough into your arm or your shirt, not your hand. I learnt some tricks to hold a rope and tighten it.
We learned how to treat wounds by covering them and not letting them become infected.
We learned how doctors use a stethoscope to check your heartbeat and your lungs.
I learnt about how to fight diseases by sleeping, drinking plenty of water and eating good food.
I learnt how to keep my body strong by exercising, eating healthy food and keeping my body neat and tidy.

